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To the Honourable 


Sir faſeph Sheldon Knight, and Alderman, 
reſident of the Artillery Company. 

Sir Wilkam Prichard Knight, and Alderman 
Vice-Preſident, 

Sir Matthew Andrews, Treaſurer. 


As allo to 


The Right Honourable, The Right Worſhipful, 
and Worſhiptul, 


Marq® of Worceſter, (S* Fonathan Raymond, _ 
Earl of Shrewsbury, S* Stmon Lews, F 
Earl of Mulgrave, Benjamin Newland, 
Earl of Berkley, Capt. Benjamin Harvey, 


STEWARDS. 
And to the whole Court of Aſſiſtants, Field-Officers, 


Caprains,and Gentlemen, profefling and exerciſing 
Arms 1n that Kenowned and Honourable Society. 


Right Honourable, &c, 


Tz E deſge of this Diſcourſe is to wipe off one of the lewdeſt 
Calunmies that was ever caſt upon our holy Religion, viz That 
it is apt to render men Cowards, and to unfit them for great and ha- 
zardows undertakings. How ſucceſsfully [ have effeted it you have 

A 2 obliged 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


obliged me by this Publication to leave tothe judgment of the world ; 
which ] aſſure you I do ſo pmch reverence, that had not your Com- 
mands, and the many Examples of Obedience before me obliged me 
to it, I ſhould never have preſumed to concern it inthe cauſe, eſpe- 

cially now when it is jo continually Haraſſed with anEpidemical Itch Mu 
and Licence of ſcribling 5 and through the numerous Appeals that 
are every day made to it, is forced to keep Term without any Vaca- 
tion : But ace you will needs have it publiſhed, I muſt crave leave 
to tell you, that you are finely drawn in ; for by your approbation 
Jou have made it your own, and are become accountable for all the 
faults of it : So that now you are not only obliged in honour, as you 
are Souldiers, to ſhelter it,as it is a helpleſs thing, that flces to you 
for Protejon, but alſo in your own defence, as you are Wiſe men, | 
to vindicate it, as it is a retainer to your good opinion ;, this you get 
by obliging men to appear before the world under your Patronage. 
But I would adviſe our carping Cenſurers to have a care what they 
do; it is a daring ad to affront the Judgment > 4 an Artillery Com ' 
pany, and however he that doth it may ſucceed, he will be ſure to 
come off with this ſcarr upon his —_ that he hath a great deal - 
of Courage indeed,but "very little Wit. And now that I have fenced 

it about as well as I can with your Authority, I bumbly ſubmit to your 

peruſal, and remain, 


Right Honourable, ec. 


Your moſt obliged, and 


moſt obedient Servant 


John Scott. 
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PROVER BS XXViii. I. 


The wicked flee when no man purſues, but the 
righteous are bold as a Lion, 


hk He two great Ingredients that go into 
the compoſition of an accompliſhed 
Souldier are Courage, and good 
Sz Conduct : As for the latter of thele, 

it is the peculiar ſubject of your Pro- 

feſſion, and falls not under the cognizance of 
our ſpiritual Taticks; nor was itever well for 
the world when the Pulpits, which were de- 
ſigned for Oracles of the Goſpel of Peace, rung 
with Battels, and Alarms, and that iu4ez azamyt, 
that ſoft and till Trumper of Mecknels,and Cha- 
rity, and Obedience, which ſhould found from 
B hence, 
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hence, was out-noiſcd, and drowned with the 
thunder of Drums, and the roaring of Canons, 
SureI am, in our Commiſſion we have ao In. 
ſtructions to put on any Armour, but the whole 
Armour of. God, to liſt any Volunteers bur for 
Heaven, or proclaim any War but between men 
and their Luſts, from which all other wars and 
hghtings do proceed.. And being of ſo diſtant 
a Profeſſion, we may very well be excuſed if we 
underſtand not the language of your Diſcipline, 
if we cannot talk in Rank and File, and Flank 
and Rear our Diſcourſes with Military Allufions; 
in which it is as caſte for us to be abſurd and ri. 
diculous as for a freſh-water Souldier, that, be- 
ing to make a Speech to a company of Sailers, 
will needs interlard his Harangue with terms of 
Navigation. Wherefore, in reverence to your 
Skill and judgment in your own Profeſſion, I 
{ſhall chuſe to _ Hercules his Club in his own 
hands, who, knows much better-than I how to 
wield and manage it; it being, in my opinion, 
not altogether ſo decent for a Divine to read 
Lectures of War before Hannibal. 

But as for that other Ingredient of a good. 
Souldier, viz, Courage and Reſolution (it being 
a Chriſtian vertue, and as ſuch, neceſſary nor 
only ( though more eſpecially ) for you, but for 
all others who won 4 ro continue faichful Soul. 
diers under the common Captain of our Salva- 

tion ) 


4-—+ 
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tion) it is upon this account a very proper ar- 
gument borl! for the Speaker, and 3. — arcunt 
and as (utable tothe Place, as it is to the Occaſt- 
on, and thercfore, in compliance with both, I 
have choſen this Text, in which you have Co- 
wardize and Courage reſolved into their firſt 
principles, The wicked flee when no man purſues, but 
the righteous us bold as a Lion. 

In theſe words you have all mankind diſtin» 
guiſhed by their properCharacters into two forts: 
The firſt is the Wicked, under which name all 
bad men, of whatſoever denomination, are 
comprehended, whether they be irreligious in 
their belicf, profane in their manners, or hypo- 
critical in their deſigns and intentions, and the 
Character here by which they are all diſtingui- 
ſhed, is, that they flee when no man purſues ; 1. e. 
they are of ſuch bale and timorous ſpirits, that 
they are ready to run away fromthe leaſt ſha- 
dow of danger, though it hath nothing of ſub- 
ſtance or reality in it, and being haunted with 
an ill-boding mind, flee before the ſpectres of 
their own fancies. Which words are not to be 
ſo underſtood. as if every wicked man were 
atually a Coward, for that contradicts experi- 
ence, and we know there is a ſort of yalour 
which __ ſprings our of the very craſis 


and temper of mens bodies, which is nothing 


elle but a certain impetus, or brisk fermentation 
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of the bloud and ſpirits; and this is common to 
bad men with good, accordingly as they happen 
into a warmand vigorous conſtitution. The mean. 
ingcherefore is,that they are cowards in their cau- 
ſes ; that their wickednels naturally tends to effe. 
minate them, and will certainly do it, if it be 
not ſtrongly counter-influenced by the vigour of 
their bodily temper. The ſecond fort into 
which mankind is here diſtinguiſhed is the Righ. 
teous, by which phraſe the Scripture is wont to 
expreſs allgood men in general; and that for 
very good reaſon, becauſe all inſtances of good. 
neſs whatſoever are in ſtrictneſs acts of righte- 
ouſneſs, either ta God, or to our ſelves, or to 
our neighbours ; ſo that juſtice or _— 
is the common point whence all the lines of our 
duty are drawn, and wherein they all con- 
center. 

Now of this ſort of men the proper Character 
is, that they are as bold as a Lion ; which words 
do not import every good man to beactually a 
Cordelion, to be as bold, and ſtout-hearted as that 
couragious Animal is,” before whom all the 
beaſts 'of the Foreſt do tremble; for as ſome 
bad men are valiant by nature, ſo are ſome 

ood timorous and faint-hearted, and it is a ve. 
' Ty hard thing to cure by diſcipline that which is 
& natural defe&t of conſtitution. This ex- 
preſſion therefore muſt be underſtood in the ſame 


mitiga- 
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mitigated ſenſe as the former, the righteous are 
bold, i.e. their righteoulneſs tends ro make them 
ſo; it hath ſuch an animating vertue in it, as will 
(it it be not over-powered by an invincible ci- 
morouſneſs of temper ) convert a Poultroon in- 
to a Hero, and imbolden the meaneſt ſpirited 
to confront the grimmelt danger, and charge it 
with an undaunted reſolution : For thus the 
Scripture uſually ſpeaks of men as if they actu- 
ally were what they have great cauſe and reaſon 
to be ; thus in 1/a. lvii. 20. The wicked are like the 
troubled Sea when it cannot reſt, = waters caſt up 
mire and dirt i.e. they are continua Fl agitared with 
their own reſtlels thoughts, jult like the Sea wirh 
its reciprocal Tides: Not that this is always aftu- 
ally their condition, but that they have always 
juſt reaſon to be ſo. So Prov. xvi. 3. Righteous 
lips are the delight of Kings, and they love him that 
ſpeaketh right ; which is not to be ſo underſtood as 
if in fat it were always ſo; for experience too 
oftet: evinces the contrary, but the meaning is, 
that Kings above all men have reaſon to delight 
in men of truth, and honeſty, and fidelity. And 
ſo in the Text, The wicked flee when no man purſues, 
that is, a wicked man hath great reaſon to be ti- 
morous, for he hath all che moral cauſes of baſe. 
neſs and cowardize within his breaft : But the 
Righteous is bold as a Lion, i, e. he hath reaſon to 
be fo, his mind being inſpired with the moſt 


pregnant . 
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pregnant principles of a brave and undaunted 

relolution. | 
The words being thus explained, the ſenſe 
of them reſolves into this Propoſition, That wic- 
kedneſs naturally tends to diſhearten and cowardize 
men ; but righteouſneſs and goodneſs to encourage and 
imbolden them. The cruth of which 1 might eaſt- 
ly demonſtrate by an induction of particulars, 
were .it -proper to draw a Liſt of thole ancient 
Heroes, whoſe names are renowned in the Me. 
moiresof Fame, the greateſt part of whom were 
as illuſtrious for their Piety and Goodneſs, as 
for their Valour and great Atchievements, and 
who, as the Hiſtorian obſerves of the. ancient 
Romans, conquered much more by the Charms 
of their Vertues, than by the terrour of their 
Swords. But I am not at leiſure to tell Stories, 
and therefore for the confirmation of the Argu. 
ment in hand, 1 ſhall endeavour, as briefly as I 
can, to repreſent to you what thoſe things are 
which do naturally contribute to the making men 
couragious, and to ſhew you that they are all to 
be found in Righteouſnels, and their contraries 
in Wickedneſs, which if I can make good, I 
doubt not, will abundantly convince you, that 
the belt way.ro be good Souldiers is to be good 
men; and that though you may furniſh your 
ſelves with Art and Condudt in the field, yet 
you can neyer acquire true courage and —_ 
ti 
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ill you have been trained and exerciſed under 
the Banner of Jeſus. 

Now to make men truly valiant and cou. 
ragious theſe ſix things are neceſſary : 

Firſt, That they be free, and within their own 
command. 

Secondly, That they be well hardened toen- 
dure difficulties and inconveniences. 

Thirdly, Thar they be well ſatisfied in the na- 
ture of their aCtions and undertakings. 

Fourthly, That they have a hopeful proſpect 
of being well ſeconded. 

Fifthly, That they have a probable ſecurity of 
good ſucceſs. 

Sixthly, That they be born up with theex- 
pectation of a glorious reward; all which cau- 
les of courage are to be found in righteouſneſs, 
and their direct contraries in a ſinful and wicked: 
courſe of life. | 

I. One cauſe that very much contributes to 
the making men couragious, is their being free, 
and within their own command , for _ 
naturally depreſles the mind, and by accuſtom- 
ing men to a ſevere and F_ creatment, habi. 
tuates them to fear and pulillanimity. It is no new: 
obſervation, that Slaves are generally Cowards ; 
of the truth of which we have many woful in- 
ſtances in the world, for how many Nations arc 


there who were heretofore renowned for tlicir 
COUrage 
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courage and puiſſance, when they enjoyed their 
liberties and properties, under gentle and be- 
nign Governments, that are now utterly un. 
manned, and diſpirited by oppreſſion and ſlaye- 
-m But now a righteous man can never be en- 
aved, becauſe he hath gotten the viRtory of 
himſelf, and.is his own Matter ; he hath trained 
up his paſſions to a ſevere obedience to his reaſon, 
and ſo has all his motions under his own com. 
mand, and it beingin his power ( at leaſt in a 
good meaſure ) not to love any thing but what 
he hath good reaſon to loye, not to deſire any 
thing bur what he hath fair hope to enjoy, 
not to delight in any thing but what is in his 
power to poſſeſs and keep, it being, Ifay, in 
his power to be affected as he pleaſes, and to 
regulate his own motions according as he thinks 
fit and reaſonable; he may chuſe whether he 
will be a Coward or no, and ſhould the grim 
meſt danger ſtare him in the face, yet ſuppoſing 
him to have ſuch a command of himſelf, as nor 
to deſire what he cannot have, not to dread 
what he cannot prevent, not to grieve and vex 
at what he cannot avoid; he may throw down 
the Gauntlet to it,and dehie it todo its worſt, 
Now one great office of righteouſneſs is ro do 
right toa mans ſelf, to reſcue him from the ty- 
ranny of his Paſſions, and reduce him under the 


command of his reaſon, and the more ſucceſsful 
it 
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it is in thisgreat undertaking,the more valiant and 
magnanimous ir muſt neceſſarily render us; for 
the more a mans Paſſions are ſubdued to his Rea- 
ſon, the more preſence of mind he will have in 
all dangers and difficulties, and the more able 
his Reaſon will be to counſel and adviſe him, 
and to fortihe his heart with brave conſidera- 
tions. So that when a man hath made any con- 
ſiderable progreſs in the conquelt of himlelf, he 
will be ſo much in his own power, that no dan- 

er will be able to divide him from himſelf, or 
{care him from the Poſt of his reaſon, and while 
Death is whizzing about his ears, and Bloud 
and Slaughter, Terrour and Confuſion are round 
about him, his mind will be invironed with in- 
vincible choughts, and guarded with ſuch pu- 
iſſanc conſiderations, that no outward force will 
be able to approach it. And thus freedom ( you 
ſee) from the ſlavery of paſſion, which is an 
effet of righteoulnels, is an cffetual cauſe of 
courage and IE 
Bur in wickedneſs a great part of this ſlavery 
conſiſts, for in this ſtate men are intircly go- 
verned by Paſſion and Appetite; as tor their 
Reaſon, that fits by as an idle Spectator of the 
brutiſh Scene of cheir ations, and intermeddles 
no farther in it than to cenſure and condemn ir, 
having no other office allowed it but co cater for 


their Appetites, and enable them to, play the 
C Brutes 
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Brutes with greater luxury and relliſh, and be. 
ing under the command of ſuch Maſters as theſe, 
we are out of our own power, and cannot dif. 
oſe of our ſelves as we pleaſe, for either our 
Paſſions and Appetites muſt be PR by our 
Reaſon, or by the goods and evils that are with- 
out us; andif theſe govern us, We are not our 
own men, butdo live in ſubjetion to a Foreign 
Power, and we muſt be what the things without 
us will have us, and not what our own mind 
and reaſon: Our mind muſt turn about ac- 
cording as the wind blows, and like water we 
muſt take our form from the Veſſels we are pou- 
rcd into; and when the paſſions and appetites 
that over-rule us are thus over-ruled by the 
chances and contingencies without us, how is it 
poſlible we ſhould be truly couragious ? For 
now when any danger looks usin the face, we 
can have no preſent relief from our reaſon, ha- 
ving all along diſuſed our ſelves to conſult and 
adyiſe with it, and ſo every alarm of danger from 
without will preſently raiſe a tumulr within, 
and put the whole foul into an uproar, in which 
the mind is left naked of all relief and utterly 
abandoned of thoſe wile and brave thoughts 
which ſhould guard and defend it. And a mans 
thoughts and conſiderations being thus defeated 
and put to the rout, he mult either fink under 
his danger, or charge headlong upon it fool. 
| hardily 
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hardily or deſperately , for now he hath no other 
courage to ſupport him, but either that of a 
Maſtiff, that fights becauſe his bloud is in a 
brick fermentation; or that of a Rat, that 
flees in his enemies face becauſe he is deſperate of 
eſcaping. 

IL. Another cauſe that mightily contributes 
to the making men couragious 1s their being 
well hardened to endure difficulties and inconve- 
niences, for how diſtant ſoever a ſtate of ſoftnals 
and delicacy is from that of ſlavery, yet it con- 
centers with it in the effe&t, and by a different 
quality produces the ſame bale and unmanly 
temper. For as Slavery cows the = by - 
rous and ſervile uſage, and ſuppreſles and ſtifles 
all its generous emotions, ſo (oftneſs and delica. 
cy doth ſo melt and diflolve ir, that it hath nor 
the firmnels to reliſt any violent impreſſions, bur 
is ready to ſhrink at the leaſt by of evil, or 
appearance of danger, having been accuſtomed 
to nothing but pleaſure, and wrapt up in eaſe 
and voluptuouinels ; and hence we fee, that 
though the valour and courage of Nations be 
very much owing to the temper of the Climes 
in which they are ſituated, yer by the exerciſe 
of remperance and levere vertue the Inhabirants 
of the moſt efteminate Climes have ſometimes 
improved themſelves into the moſt Heroick and 
Magnanimous of all Nations, as the Romans and 

C 3 Perſians 
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Perſians for inſtance : As on the contrary, thoſe 
who by the temperament of their native Air 
and Country are naturally the moſt hardy and 
couragions have many times by their diffolute 
raanners been broken and diſpirited into the 
moſt wretched coward; as the Engliſh for in- 
ſtance, who though they have been ever re- 
marked for a People of a daring and undaunted 
genius, have yet ſometimes been ſo melted by 
their own luxuries, as that they became preys to 
every dog that hunted them, 

But now Righteouſneſs including in it thoſe le. 
vere vertues of Induſtry, and Patience, Tempe- 
xance, and Mortification of our appetites, doth 
eftectually contribute co the confirming and har. 
dening the tempers of men, and the taking off 
that ſoftneſs and delicacy of ſpirit which renders 
them ſo tender and impreſſive, fo that by ex- 
crciſing our ſelves in theſe manly vertues, by 
inuring our ſelves to an active life, and to bear 
evils and injuries with a brave indifterency, by 
reducing our Appetites to the meaſures of Na- 
eure,and moderately Diſciplining them with faſt. 
ing and abſtinence, we ſhall by degrees be (o 
ſtecled againſt hardſhips and difficulties, that thar 
which makes effeminate minds to. flinch and 
{tartle will ſcarce be able ro make any impreſſion 
upon us. For as the light of the Sun, and the 
freſhnels of che Air, which are apt to offend 

thoſe 
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thoſe that are tender and ſickly, are not only 
tolerable, bur delightful ro men of hail and 
vigorous Conſtitutions: So many of tholc lictle 
hardſhips, which do fo trouble and incommode 
the tender and delicare, are fo far from diſturb- 
ing the patient and temperate, that they only 
refreſh and divert them. And it is ſuch a mind 
only that is fic for a Souldier, that will enable 
him to undergo the glorious toyls and fatigues 
of War, to endure a hard March inthe day, and 
to ſleep upon a harder Pillow ar night, co fol- 
low Victory through Heat and Cold, Thirſt and 
Famine, Sweat and Bloud, and ſeize and pluck 
it from the Arms of hazards and diffculties, 
wherewith it is compaſſed and ſurrounded. 
Theſe are things that require a firm, a hardy 
mind that hath been trained up in ſeverity, and 
is grown ſtrong and hail and vigorous in che ex- 
erciſe of a manly vertue. 

But now Wickednels ſofrens and diſſolves the 
temper by letting loole the deſires and appetites 
of our fleſh to Senſualiry and Voluptuouſneſs, 
to Rioting and Drunkenneſs, ro Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, to Pride and Vanity, to Glut- 
tony and Idleneſs, and all manner of, effteminare 


delicacy and diſlolutene(s, which are ſuch Vices 
as will emalculate the braveſt mind, and by de. 
grees ſpoil the ſtrain of the moſt valourous Na- 
tions ; and were [to preſcribe for the cowardi- 

Zing 
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zing of a Nation, it ſhould be the Boul of In. 
temperance, the Bed of Sloth, and a Dalilahs 
Lap, which are Charms ſufficient to effeminate 
a Hero, and metamorphoſe a Lion into a timo- 
rous Hare : For when men have been trained up 
in exceſs and voluprtuouſneſs, and their minds 
are contempered and naturalized to it, the leaſt 
hardſhip or difficulty will be terrible to them; fo 
that if ever they ſhould be forced outof the Lap 
of Pleaſure into the Liſts of War, ill Quarters 
and a hard March will kill them without a Bat. 
tel, and the leaſt ſenſe of pain, or appearance of 
danger will preſently ſtrike their ſpirits and air, 
and turn all their bloud into a trembling jelly. 
If the buſineſs of Souldiers were only to wear a 
Scarf, or a Feather, or to ſwelter an hour or 
ewo in Buff; it they were to fight in a Field of 
Down, and to ſpill no other bloud but that of 
the Grape, there is no doubt but the School of 
Epicurus would make an incomparable Nurſery 
for the Camp : But to march under a load of 
Armour all day, and then to freez tothe ground 
at night, to ſleep with Drums in their ears, and 
be waked with Alarms, to run on upon Spears, 
and charge at the Mouths of Canons whilſt they 
are ſpitting fire, and roaring out deſtruction, 
thele are Juch rude and ſcurvy things as will ne- 
ver be endured by a ſoft anddelicate Epicure. 


III. Ano- 
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II. Another cauſe that mightily contributes 
to the making men couragious, is their being 
well-fatisfied with themſelves, and with the na- 
» eure of their actions and undertakings ; for onr 
Underſtanding being our leading Faculty, the 
Eye that is to direct the Feet of our practice, 
and to guide and mannage all our voluntary mo. 
tions, 1tis impoſſible that whilſt chat doth cither 
diſapprove or doubt of our aftions we ſhould 
, ever be able to aft with ſteadinels and aſſurance ; 
for while a man acts with a miſgiving mind, and 
that which ſhould be the guide of his Actions is 
diſſaticfhed with his way, he walks like a be. 
nighted Traveller in ny + ads Road, and is 
| fain to feel out his ſteps, and tread gingerly, and 
P ? cautiouſly, leſt he ſhould tumble into a Bog, or a 
Precipice, and ſo being accuſtamed to act with 
fear and anxiety, his courage difſolyes, and his. 

heart grows creeping and timorous. 

But now the righteous man acts with the full 
conſent and approbation of his mind, and has 
no by-ways from the Road of Reaſon and Con- 

: ſcience, but keeping ſtrait forward, as he doth 
in the plain tracts of erernal goodneſs, he treads 
> firmly and boldly, being ſecure of the ground he 
oes upon, and is neither aſhamed, nor afraid | 
of his own actions, which, being ſuch as his beſt 
T and pureſt Reaſon approves, have the chearful | 


Euges and applauſes of his Conſcience continu- 
ally 
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ally echoing and reſounding after them; and 
this animates his courage, and invigorates his 
heart with a generous confidence and aflurance ; 
in the ſenſe of this he can ſmile upon misfortune, 
bid defiance todanger, and bear up his head in 
the loweſt condition. For as long as his own 
mind doth neither threaten nor accuſe him, he 
can retire into himſelf when he is driven out of 
all other retreats, and there live merry and ſe- 
cure in deſpite of the world, and while he can 
houſe himſelf in the ſenſe of his own vertue and 
innocence, he hath an impregnable ſhelter 
againſt all ſtorms from without ; well therefore 
might the Apoſtle call it, The breaſt-plate of righte. 
 onſneſs, _—_ 14. ir being that which ſecures 
us againſt all outward violence, and renders our 
minds invulnerable by the ſmarteſt blows of 


| misfortune. 
[ . . 
| Bur ſolong as a man lives wickedly, hecan 


never be ſatished with himſelf, becaule in the 
whole courſe of his ations he contradicts his 
own Reaſon, and offers violence to thoſe eternal | 
Laws of righteouſneſs and goodnels which are | 
inſeparably interwoven with his Faculries : 1o | 
that whenever he comes to appear before him. 
ſelf, and anſwer for his Actions at his own 
Tribunal, his own mind explodes and con- 
demns him, and like a falſe Renegado, as he is 


trom the natural Principles of his Reaſon, he 
is 
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is fain to run the Gantelope through the terrors 
and reproaches of his own Conſcience, which he 
hath no other way to eſcape but by running out 
of himſelf, and taking SanQtuary in che crowd of 
his Luſts, or ſecular affairs and diverſions; tor 
as Tertullian oblerves, Omne malum ant timore aut 
pudore natura perfudit , Nature hath poured fear 
or ſhame upon the face of all wickets both 


which do naturally intimidate our minds, and 
for different realons incline us to run away ; 


| Shame, that we = not be ſeen; and Fear, thac 


we may not be taken. When theretore men 
have always theſe ewo Furies at their heels, haunt- 
ing and purſuing them throughout the whole” 
courſe of their Actions, what wretched Cowards 
mult chey be when any outward danger or ca- 
lamity approaches them 2 When all is ſmooth 
and profperous without, they may ſhelter 
themlelves there from the perſecutions of their 
Conſcience; and when all is calm and ſerene 
| within, they may ſhelter themſelves there from 
| the perſccutions of the world : Bur when boch 
: are beltormed, whither can they flce > When 
Danger and Deſtruction are drawn up in bartel. 
array againlt us trom withour, and we are 
alarm'd at the ſame time with the thame and 
rerrour of a guilty Conſcience trom within, fo 
that we are charged all at once, Front, and 
Rear, and can neither go on, nor retrea® With- 
[) Our 
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out cutting our way through horrour and confuſi. 
on. This is enough to diſarm the ſtouteſt Re- 
ſolution, and fink the courage of a Lion into a 
panick dread and deſperation. 

IV. Another cauſe which very much contri. 
butes tothe making men couragious, is their ha- 
ving a hopeful proſpect of being well {cconded ; 
for when a man apprehends that he is left all 
alone in the midſt of danger, orthat he muſt en- 
counter it with unequal Forces, that he is not 
back'd with ſufhcient Auxiliaries, or that the ad- 
vantage of Strengch and Power lies on the ocher 
fide, it muſt needs be a mighty allay to his cou- 
rage. Now the greateſt Power. that we can ei. 
ther dread or depend on is Gods; and therefore 
according as we apprehend him to be engaged 
cither for, or againſt us, our courage mult necel- 
farily riſe or fink : For the apprehenſ1ons of God 
and his Providence are ſo natural tous, and do 
cleave fo clole to our minds, that though wich 
our Jovial Airs we may ſometimes lull them 
aſleep, yer the leaſt alarm of danger uſually 
rouſcs and awakesthem, and puts our mind up- 
on the enquiry whether he be tor, or againſt us, 
and according to the anſwer we receive from 
that bolome Oracle, our good or bad Conlci- 
ence, We arc naturally confident or afraid. 

Now Righteouſneſs, being the Crown and Glo- 
ry of Gods own Nature, and chat for which he 

infiaite- 
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infinitely loves andeſteems himſelf,can never fail 
whereſoever it reſides to engage him of its ſide. 
When therefore we are ſo fully aſſured, that the 
righteous Lord loves Righteoulnels, upon the te. 
ſtimony of our Conſcience that we are ſincerely 
righteous, we cannot bur conclude him to be 
our Ally and Confederate, and conſequently 
that our Intereſt is his, and his Power ours; and 
when [ have his all-ſeeing Eye to dire, and his 
all-powerful/Arm to aſi and (econd me; when 
[ have all the Attributes of his infinite Nature 
pitching cheir Tents, like Guardian Angels, about 
me, and my head is covered in the day of Bat- 
tel with the impenetrable Helmet of his Provi- 
dence, with what an undaunted refolution muſt 
ſuch a perſuaſion inſpire me? We have a late 
and wotul inſtance among our ſelves of the cou. 
rage with which a falle Perſuaſion that God was 
with them did animate and inſpire men, when 
they were wont to lay Grace to their bloudy 
Banquets, and riſe from their knees with an En- 
thuſiaſtick aſſurance, and ſo run on tothe Bartel, 
fAuſhe wich powerful incomes, and manifeſtati- 
ons of Victory. When the flaming Zealors fell 
on with Pſalms in their mouths, and chaſed the 
hufhng Heftors, and notwithſtanding the dilad. 
vantage of the bad Poetry, and the worle 
Caule, che Pſalms proved too hard for the Oaths 
and Blaſphemies. When theretore upon fhrm 
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and rational Principles, upon turning their 
eyes from God to themlelyes, upon comparing 
Grace with Grace, and Feature with Feature, 
and ſurveying the fair agreement of their nature 
with his, they are throughly perſuaded and ſa- 
tiscfied that he 1s their friend; this muſt needs 
mightily' animate their courage, and enable 
them co bear up againſt the moſt chreatning 
dangers. 

But when a man- is conſcious to himſelf that 
he is in rebellion againſt God, and thereupon 
apprehends himſelf not only Cafhiered from his 
Proteftion, but alſo expoſed to his Almighty 
vengeance, this muſt needs render him timorous 
and faint-hearted, if he hath any conſideration 
about him : For alas who can be couragious þ 
againſt God ? What heart can bear up againſt 
the terrour of his Thunder-bolts > Which are al- , 
ways ſhot with ſuch an infallible aim that none 
can elcape, and with ſuch an invincible force 
| that none can reſiſt chem : So that a wicked Soul. 
dier mult neceſſarily forego cither his Reaſon, or 
his Courage, and degenerate into a Craven, or | 
a Brute ; tor with what heart can he look an Ene- | 
my in the face when he conſiders that the Lord of 
| Hoſts is againſt him 2 Who can look him into no- | 
| thing, and confound him with the breath of his 

Noſlzils when he pleaſes; Who can array the \ 
whole Creation againſt him, and whillt his 
| Encmuies 
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Enemies from below are thundring Vollies of 
deſtruſtion at him; can play upon him from 
above with all the Artillery of Heaven, and 
caule the Stars in their courſes to fight againſt 
him. What a miſerable plight muſt the poor 
Wretch be in, it he hath any ſober choughts ho 
him, when Heaven and Earth and his own Con- 
ſcience are in confederacy againſt him, and are 
ſtorming all at once about his ears. But I muſt 
haſten. Again 

V. Anothercaule that very much contributes 
to the making men couragious, is, their having 2 
a probable lecuricy of good lucceſs; for Hope 
is the Spur of Valour, that quickens and puts 
life into it, that revives it when it is drooping, 
and ſupplies it with freſh recruics of ſpirit and 
vigour when it is languiſhing, and ready to ex- 
pire; and when once Hope, which is the ſoul of 
it, is departed from it, ir preſently falls pro- 
ſtrate, or converrs into deſperate Rage. 

Bur as for the Righteous, ſuch is their condi- 
tion that they can never be hopeleſs, becauſe 
while they continue ſuch, they live in a conſtant 
dependance upon the protection of that God 
who over-rules and dilpoles all the Events that 
can befall chem ; ard being continually anima- 
red with this perſuaſion, 'T hat chere is nothing 
can happen to them but by his Decree or Permil. 
tion who is infinitely wile, and knows what is 


beſt 
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beſt for them , infinitely good, and wills what 
he knows; lo infinitely powerful, and doth 
what he will ; they will ſtill be expecting good 
lues from the worſt Events, and fo their ho 

will ſhine bright upon them in the darkeſt con- 
dition, When their Enemies are threatning or 
deſigning miſchief againſt them, they know that 
their Almighty Guardian and Protector holds 
their malice in a Chain, and chat it can never 
bire,how fiercely ſoever it may bark at them, un- 
leſs he ler it wor ; Which they are ſecure he will 
never do, but for ſuch wiſe and good ends as they 
themſelves would approve of, did they bur fully 
comprehend them. They have duly conſidered 
what their, Enemies can inflict, and do find that 
the worlt of it is tolerable, whilſt they have a 
God to depend upon ; that though Baniſhmence 
be a dreadtul word, it imports but lictle more 
in it ſelf chan Travel, or a long Voyage, which is 
a voluntary Exile; that unleſs they will they can- 
not be baniſht from God, and tha fo long as they 
ſecure their Innocence, their Conſcience, and 
their hope of Heaven, they may make them- 
ſelves a Paradiſe in the molt barren Wildernels. 
Thar if they ſhould ſuffer impriſonment, and be 
ſecluded trom humane convertarion, ic is no ſuch 
diſmal thing for a man to be kept within doors ; 
© be ſnatched out of the croud and hurry of the 


world, and forced to rctire within himlelt, and 
CON- 
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converſe with God, and Heaven, and his own | 
thoughts, that theſe are company enough to | 
entertain a mans Solicudes, and to ſupply the | 
want of the noile of the world, in which there 
is commonly ſo much folly and diſcord, that if 
they ſhould be tormented codeath with inftru- 
ſtruments of cruelty, which is the worſt thin 
that can happen to them, - they muſt have died 
at lalt, chough not by ſuch unnatural means, on- 
ly now they die a little ſooner, and lo anticipate 
heir eternal happineſs ; and that if they had died 
a natural death, probably the rorment might 
have been much greater; that they might have 
languiſthed much longer under the Gout, or 
Stone, or Strangury, than under the hands of the 
7 Exccutioner, and endured the lame degree of 
torment without the comfort of dying in a brave 
Caule, or of being aflured of an- immortal re- 
compence. And having thus contidered things 
round about, their Hope bears up bravely againſt 
all Events,and from theblelledRock of Salvation, 
where it dwells, looks down upon the Waves of 
their Encmics makce,and [miles at their vain at- 
tempts to overwhelm it, and ſecurely expects 
f till chey have daſhed themlelves in pieces, and 
are forced to retire back again in empry patlion 
and foam, Thus while we depend upon God, in 
tr whoſe hand is the diipolal'ot all ſuccels, we ſhall 
gcver Want realon to hope well, and whatlſo- 
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ever dangers may threaten, or milchiefs befall 
us, our courage will be ſtill ſupported with chis 
brave perſuaſion, That nothing can come amiſs that 
comes from a good God, who knows how to extraFft good 
out of the worſt of our evils, and to render the rankeſt 
Poyſons cordial. ; 

But as for the wicked,they can expect nothing 
from God whilſt they continue ſo, but dire and 
diſmal effects ; for all their ations being open de- 
hances to his Authority, they have all the reaſon 
in the world to conclude, that he will deal with 
them as enemies, thathe will throw them from 
his care and protection for ever, and perſe. 
cute them with Fire and Sword to eternal de- 
ſtruction : When therefore they conſider that 
he hath the diſpoſal of all thoſe Events thacr 
befal chem, they cannot but ſee great cauſe to 
be affraid of every thing, to ſulpect even his fa- 
vours, lcſt there ſhould be a Snake in the grals, 
leſt he ſhould fume their enjoyments with poy. 
ſon, and infuſe a diſeaſe into every breath of their 
air; leſt he ſhould make their Table a ſnare to 
them, and ſerve in the plentiful Proviſions of ir 
only to fatten them for the day of ſlaughter, leſt 
thole little ſucceſſes he ſometimes gives chem 
ſhould be only a retreat of his Providence to 
draw them into an Ambuſcado, and involve 
them into lorer miſchiets, leſt when he reſcues 
[rom lels evils, ic ſhould be with an intenr to 

relerve 
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reſerve them for greater, and when he delivers 
them from the Frogs, and the Lice, and the Lo- 
cults, he ſhould be only preparing a more glori- 
ous vengeance for them, and contriving to over- 
whelm them in the Red Sea, ina word, lelt he 
ſhould heap the good things of this world upon 
them as theRomans did their Ear-rings and Jewels 
on the treacherous Veſtal, only co cruſh and 
{mother them, and carry them alote, as the Ea- 
gle did the Tortois, with an. intent to give them a 
more fatal downfal. For how can they be ſecurc 
of any thing that comes from the hand of thac 
God who is enflamed with ſuch a jult indignation 
againſt them? And then when any danger is 
marching towards them, they have nothing bur 
the Arm of fleſhroconfide in, and if that prove 
roo weak, they are deſperate. But how can they 
be ſecure that this ſhould prevail, when they 
know there are ſuch numberleſs accidents under 
the command of their Almighty Enemy, that 
can either diſarm it, or turn the point of its Wea- 

on it ſelf? Bur then if any | wana happen to 
overtake them, whither can they go ? Alas,they 
haveno harbour to pur in art in all the Dominions 
of God ; no promile of deliverance, no ſecurity 
of ſupport or protection, no ground to hope for 
any furure advantage from the preſent Calamicy, 
burlike miſerable Wrecks they are abandoned 
to the mercy of the Winds and Waves, and in a 
E fearful 
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fearful expeation how the next Billow will di- 
ſpoſe of them, whether it will daſh chem on a 
Rock, or drive them on a Quickland; and in 
ſuch diſmal circumſtances who but a mad man 
can be couragious ? | 

VI. And laſtly, Another cauſe which very 
much contributes to the making men couragious, 
is the expectation of a glorious reward : Good 
Pay will make brave Souldiers ; for when men 
have a good intereſt in any difficulc undertaking, 
that will buoy up their courage, and render them 
firm and reſolute againſt all che dangers and difh- 
culties that w—_ them ; whereas when they 
have little or nothing at ſtake they are common- 
ly indifferent whether they win or loſe. Reward 
therefore being the Center of our Hope,and Hope 
the ſupport of” our Courage, we ſhall in all at- 
rempts be more or leſs couragious, proportiona- 
bly to the reward which we expect to reap from 
our labour. 

But what reward is comparable to that of a 
righteous man ? Who lives upon the bleſſed hope 
of being tranſlated when he goes from hence to 
thoſe immortal Regions of bliſs and joy, where 
all the bleſſed Inhabitants live in a continued frui. 
tion of their utmoſt wiſhes, being every moment 
entertained with frc{h and enraviſhing Scenes of 
pleaſure, where all their happinels is eternal, and 
all their eternity nothing elle but one continued 

act 
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at of love, and praiſe, and joy, and triumph, 
where there are no ſighs or tears, no intermix- 
tures of {orrow or miſery, but every heart is full 
of joy, and every joy is a quinteſſence, and eve- 
ry happy. moment 1s crowned with ſome freſh 
and new enjoyment ; and the being animated 
with ſuch a glorious hope is enough to make the 
moſt creſt-taln ſoul couragious; for the worſt 
that any danger can threaten is death ; and what 
need he be atraid of paſſing this cold fatal ſtream 
that ſees a Heaven on the farther ſhore ? Such a 
bleſſed proſpect is enough to enable a manto our. 
face tae feartul of fearfuls, and to charge through 
all his horrors wich an undaunted reſolution ; co 
make a Souldier mock at fear, like the warlike 
Horſe in ob, and to ſtand at the mouth of a - 
breach while it is ſpewing Thunder and Light- 
ning ; for while he is ore with this bletled 
hope, every danger beckons him to Heaven,and 
every wound is a Sally-port intoa bleſſed ererni- 
ty ; and being aflured in his own mind chat the 
Bullet that ſtrikes his body to the ground mult 
ſhoot up his Soul above the Stars, and thar if ir 
be his hap to fall inthe Bartel, he ſhall cercainly 
riſe from the Bed of Honour co the Crown of 
Glory ; he laughs at the impotent chreatnings of 

danger, and bravely defies it to do its worſt. 
But the quite contrary to this 1s the caſe of 
wicked men, for though whilſt they ſtand at a 
E $ diſtance 
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diſtance from danger, they may make a ſhift co 
drown their ſenſe of another world in dee 

draughts and loud laughter; yet we uſually find, 
that when danger draws near them, and begins 
to ſhake irs Dart at their breaſt, natura recurrit, 
the bold men begin to quake,and are ſeized with 
diſmal expectations ofa fearful ſtate of things 
on the other ſide the Grave; it is Plato's obler- 
vation long fince, [ De repub. lib. 1. | Era ms 
ey Ws 7 T6 oieimy mAELTIYY, 0a are) poCOs @ Peprns 
4 &y Cr 7% ggFrr 5, cine? When a man imagins 
himſelf within danger of dying, he is uſually 
ſeized with a great horrour and anxiety concern- 
ing thole future things which before he never 
thought of, Now how muſt it needs daſtardize 
a Souldier, if when he is going into the Batcel, the 
near approach of his danger thould awaken ſuch 
thoughts as theſe in his mind ? Iam now entring 
upon the Confines of the world of Spirits, and it 
by any of thoſe winged meſſengers of dearth thar 
fly about me I ſhould be diſpatch'd thither, Lord 
what will become of me ? My Conſcience con- 
demns me, and theſe numerous guilts "that ſtare 


. me in the face, bode me a wotful Fate there, 0 


that I plainly perceive I am marching upon the 
brinksof a black and diſmal Eternity, and char 
if Thappento fall l am loſt and undone tor ever. 
If with ſuch thoughts as theſe about him, he dares 
ſtand his ground he is a couragious {inner indeed, 


he 


ren Cy Ee a ee es 


before the Artillery Company. 29 


fic for a forlorn-hope : But alas how is it poſlible 
he ſhould keep up his heart, when his miſgiving 
Conſcience luggelts ſuch fearful thoughts as theſe 
to him, when 1t tells him that his Enemies Ar- 
tillery are charged with Hell, and if they hit will 
ſtrike him down into the bottomleſs Abyls ; that 
their Swords will cut through to his very ſoul,and 
wound it to eternal death , that every Buller they 
ſhoot at him brings with it a Paſportto a wotul 
Ecernity, and that at the mouth of every wound 
they give him there waits a Devil to ſeize his 
Soul as it (allies forth, and carry it captive to the 
dark priſons of the Damned. Doubtlels ſuch dire 
abodings as theſe, which are natural to guilty 
Conlſciences, muſt neceſſarily appale the ſtoutelt 
reſolution. 

And now having given you ſuch an abun- 
dant proof of .& truch of the Aſeertion 
in the Text, I ſhall conclude the whole with 
one word of advice to you of this Honoura- 
ble Society. You are a m_y of men whoſe bad 
or good conduct of your lelves is of very great 
Importance to the Publick, each man of you be- 
ing virtually a Company, having not only inte- 
relt enough to raiſe your own men, bur alſo skill 
enough to form them into excellent Souldiers ; 
you are the ſtanding Mint, where the brave 
Engliſh Mertle is to be coin'd, and to receive its 
Marcial Stamp and Impreſſion ; and being lo, it 

is 
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is doubtlels very much in your power either to 
raiſe or to debale itz and ſince it is from your Di- 
ſcipline that your Souldiers muſt learn their 
Manners as well as their Poſtures, it concerns 
you to be inſtructed nor only with the exacteſt 
Skill, but alſo with the braveſt Courage ; and 
from whence you are to derive this I think hath 
been ſufficiently demonſtrated, even from Righ- 
reouſneſs and univerſal Goodneſs. Wherefore ler 
me beſcech you, as you are Men, and Chriſtians, 
and Souldiers, to betake your ſelves to the (crious 
ſtudy and praQtice of this comprehenſive duty, in 
which all Vertne and Religion is included, to 
purge your Conlciences from dead works,and dif. 
charge your ſelves of all thoſe pollutions of the 
Fleſh and Spirit, which do ſo naturally diſarm 
your courage, and overſpread your minds with 
baſeneſs and pulillanimity, and to exerciſe your 
ſelves in all that Piety and Devotion towards 
God, Loyalty and Obedience towards yourPrince, 
Juſtice and Charity towards one another, Tem. 
rance and Sobriety towards your ſelves, to 
which Religion and right Reaſon, the frame of 
yourNatures, and your Circumſtances and Rela- 
tions oblige you; by the conſtant practice of 
which you will acquire ſuch a noble and uſeful 
courage as will render you a Lite-guard troyour 
Prince,a Wall and Bulwork to your Country,and 
make your famous Artillery-ground a Sanctuary 
ro 
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to your City ; for che courage which ſprings out 
of Righteouſneſs is ſuch as verifies your own Moe- 


to, Arma pacis fulcra, as props up the Temple of 
Peace, and prelerves it from being violated and 


. prophaned by the ſacrilegious rudeneſs of thoſe 


that are given to change; for it confiſts not in an 
unruly warmth, or head.{trong violence ofcem.. 
per, in an unbridled fiercenels, or factiousimparti.. 
ence of Government, but is calm, aud well ma- 
naged, and eaſily commanded ; ſogentle, thatir 
neither throws, nor runs away with its Rider,and 
yet ſo well metled coo, that it never tires under 
him; for it you be couragious from a Principle 
of Righteouſnels, you will honour the King: as 
well as fear God, and obey his Ordinances for 
Gods ſake; you will never conduct a rebellious 
deſign under the ſacred Banner of Religion, nor 
pretend Loyalty to God to colour your diſloyalty 
to his Vicegerentz you will never preſs the Scri- 
ptures to = againſt the King, nor arm his Poli- 
tical againſt his Perſonal capacity, nor aſſume his 
Authority to cut off his Head : Nor on the other 
hand will you ever allow him to be unking'd by 
the Sentence of a domineering Prelate, and plead 
that for your Warrant to depole and murder him; 
you =>} pace yield chat a Papal Bull hath righr 
to countermand the twelfth of the Romans, and 
diſpence with a Subjects Allegiance to his Prince 
in deſpite of, Let every ſoul be ſubjeft to the higher 


Fowers ; 


— 
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Powers; in a word, you will never confront 
thoſe loyal Admonitions of S. Peter and S. Pal, 
with the treaſonous Canons of the Councils of 
the ungodly ; nor levy arms againſt your Prince 
upon that counterfeit Commiſſion of his being 
pronounced a Heretick by a Congregation of Im. 
poſtors. No no, if you ſincerely ſtudy and pra- 
Ctiſe the Rules of Righteouſneſs, you will be too 
wiſe and too honeſt to be chouſed 'and impoſed 
upon by the tranſparent I of thoſe Hy. 
pocrites, of whatſoever denomination, who 
would fain fetch pretences for their Treaſons and 
Rebellions from the moſt loyal and peaceable 
Religion that ever was. And being thus anima. 
ted with the Courage of Righteous men, if ever 
your King and Country ſhould need your afli- 
ance againſt Foreign or Domeſtique Enemies, 
which God forbid, you will be bravely qualified 
to becheir Champions ; and in being ſo,may pro- 
miſe your ſelves Honour and Vietory here,and an 
everlaſting Triumph hereafter, which God of 
his infinite mercy grant ; To whom be Honour, 
and Glory, and Power, exc. 


FINIS. 


